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Greetings from the Mayor
Masao Murakami, Mayor of Oharu Town

Oharu Town is adjacent to metropolitan Nagoya, and has been developing
since the town was established in 1975 while maintaining the harmony
between urbanization due to increase of population and conservation of its
rich nature.

The town has a full range of facilities, including a comprehensive welfare
center and sports center that help the residents enjoy healthy lives.
Agricultural products such as red perilla and Jew's marrow (Molokheiya) are
actively produced, and historical assets, including Myogen-in Temple and
Oharu Daiko (drum performance), have been continuously passed down.
Although local governments in Japan have lately been facing the arrival of a
major reform era, we will continue to steadily improve our town by enhancing
its welfare facilities and developing the living environment infrastructure such
as sewage systems in order to accurately foresee the next generation and
build an attractive town that makes its residents proud.

This handbook of Oharu Town provides English texts, in addition to
Japanese, to help non-Japanese readers understand our town. I hope that
many of you will gain a better understanding of the current Oharu Town
through this handbook and catch a glimpse of its solid development that will

continue into the future.
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The inauguration of Oharu Bridge
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>3o_m3 remains conveying the romance of history.
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Hearts touch one another and culture blooms.
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m_o: harvest produced by Oharu.
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Development of thoughtfulness and independence.
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Create a reason to live and stay active through lifetime.
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Healthy bodies that can move lively.
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E Create a comfortable life.
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Mt

1t
ehtbakdl

FLE

iz W.E.D._._._mkﬂi._bﬁ,\nv ...... ®

__A__m Create a town in which the residents play the leading roles.
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Historic Sites
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Ancient remains conveying the romance of history.

Oharu Town is a home to numerous valuable cultural assets.

You can feel the passion of our ancestors when you walk around visiting the heritage that has been carefully protected and

passed down.

Sharpen your senses and turn your thoughts to the far past of Oharu.

Myogen-in Temple in Majima is known nationwide as Japan'’s first
ophthalmology clinic. The temple has two-story pagoda in the
premises and various other cultural assets such as statues of the
guardian gods. Oharu Minami Elementary School has the remains of a
guidepost in the premises.

The town also has Shinto shrines at different locations. Each shrine
has its characteristics; Hakken Shrine often holds festivals for the Chief
Ujigami (local Shinto deity) of Nishijo, Tonoike Shrine presents the Sun
Goddess to be worshipped and has round-leaf holly growing thick in
the premises, and Maeda Shrine is the only one in the town that is
facing west.

Historic remains related to individuals are also presented. These

include the monument of Kurita Naomasa who had been born in
Sunago and excelled in the study of Japanese classical culture during
the Edo period, the ash storage for Ito Kangyo who was dedicated to
art from the Meiji to Showa periods, and Yatsuya Kojo Zuka (the burial
site for Yatsuya dutiful daughters). The town also offers many more
appealing sites such as the Saya Road that was built as a secondary
route of the Tokaido highway in the Edo period and the training center
in an attractive, retro building.

More cultural properties are presented in temples including Jisho-in,
Encho-ji, Kosho-ji, Hosho-ji, Muryo-ji, Gyokusen-ji and Kenso-ji, and
shrines such as Hachiman-sha, Shinmei-sha and Tano-sha, so why
not look for them while you take a walk around the town?

@ OHARU TOWN ~Harmony of person and a life~
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The statues of the
guardian gods of
Myogen-in Temple
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Hearts touch one another and culture blooms.

Share the joy of building together and create the charm of our hometown.
Individualities become harmonized with one another and cultural circles spread.

Oharu Daiko (drum performance) is one of the traditional
performing arts that have been passed down in Oharu
Town. In the Edo period, people had the custom of beating
drums placed on luxurious yakata-kagura (portable shrines)
when holding festivities at Shinto shrines, wishing for rich
harvest and good health. These shrine festival drums are
the origin of Oharu Daiko, which have passed down
unbroken until the present.

In addition, Oharu Town is where a culture full of creativity

of art works that have been completed after a long period
of daily training and improvement of techniques and
senses are displayed. A chrysanthemum show is held at
the same time. A number of beautiful chrysanthemum
flowers that have been grown wholeheartedly are exhibited
and the venue becomes filled with elegant chrysanthemum
scents, which pleases all those who visit there.

We will continue to promote the awareness of the cultural
activities to encourage creative activities by setting up such

has been established. In connection with fall, the season of opportunites for public appearance.
art, cultural exhibitions are held in late fall. A whole variety
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Local specialties
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The characteristic agricultural products that are grown in the hometown climate are full of nutrition that nurtures your 1t AN Dy PHREBE VF T OV EF DO A
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Oharu Town has benefited from its proximity to Nagoya, grown, and we rank the first in the production. We are also actively T H 3 % = fE F L + M N F N T %O
representing a large consumer market, and promoted suburban producing Jew's mallow (Molokhia), which is popular as a healthy [ AT S ) F A wz 5 4N — F T ?lB U EE
agriculture, in which outdoor vegetables are often highly vegetable as it is rich in nutrients such as carotene and calcium. g Uk % & oy o & ik T Eﬂg‘
productive. Various local specialties are produced in the town. Moreover, spinach and komatsuna (Japanese mustard spinach)
From red perilla, for instance, a variety called “Chirimen jizo” is are produced in our town.
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Events and festivals
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Fureai Festival
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Music entertainment festival
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Senior citizen gathering
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Events and festivals in Oharu Town.

The spirit of Oharu Town is gathered in the occasions ranging from traditional festivals that have been
passed down through generations to events that are full of the passion of local people.

The times when heartfelt exchanges of people are made to create exciting moments.

In recent years, a sense of solidarity in local communities
has been decreasing and the environment for living a
humane life has been disappearing. What becomes
important, then, is community activities in the local area.
Contact among the residents is generated through a variety
of festivals and events. This further provides the
opportunities for a sense of unity and autonomy to be

enhanced.

All kinds of festivities led by the local residents are held in
Oharu Town, which have been established as regular
events. People of many generations from children to the
elderly work together and create the events that become
filed with excitement. A large number of people gather and
spend joyful time together on the festival days.

@ OHARU TOWN ~Harmony of person and a life~
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Community Bon Festival dance party
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Welfare
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Elderly nutrition improvement class

ZABAL 5 — BABIL > 5 —FEDOR

?fﬂ%vkve_lf?’;e_ge”?; o Comprehensive Welfare Center: “Kibo no le” f
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Day service center for home-staying elderly people BB EHT FRAZNE Fall and fracture prevention class >3 LaGY) V) Hanging ornament making
AAREE

West Community Center

Development of thoughtfulness and independence.

To make it a town in which everyone can live happily.

Oharu Town strives to enhance its welfare services based onthe ~ We are aiming to create an environment in which the elderly can A town in which everyone can live safely is a hope shared by all residents of the town.
General Welfare Center in cooperation with the government, live safely and children representing the next generation can live We come together and help one another to thoughtfully support our residents so that we could spend everyday
residents, social welfare councils, and other organizations. happy lives. with a smile.
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Healthcare services
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Healthcare Center: Health Hall
"Sukoyaka Oharu"
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Biyo Public Hospital
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Ama Area Emergency Clinic

To keep you body in good health.

We actively provide health guidance through medical checkups
and health consultation so as to encourage the awareness of
health among the residents. We also prepare such a system
through which anyone could receive medical care at ease even in
an emergency. We are working to provide meticulous medical
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services. Furthermore, the Ama Area Emergency Clinic is
available even in emergency cases during the night hours of
weekdays and weekends. We will develop more wide-area
collaboration in the future and enhance the emergency medical
systems.

i

5
P

S SH 3t 0T S
oohHF C LM AR Y A S = 8 O T Mo BE A BB
L O A A C BRI SRR

oo 9t 0 T A C [l e 71 SRR O it g S
L TTER O (v OV oL A S RSl e ot ot
AT

We support healthy lives.
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Sukoyaka Genki Juku (healthy and energetic class)

We realize how important health is when we fall ill even if we do not usually think about it.
In an effort to prevent diseases, we provide thorough medical checkups and actively promote health guidance

OHARU TOWN

~Harmony of person and a life~
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School education
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With varied individual characters, Oharu children are enthusiastic in learning.

Schools foster rich humanity while enhancing the class teaching
and incorporating job experience programs. Also with the
support of PTAs, the Home Education Promotion Council and
other groups, we are pursuing education that encompasses the
entire community.

OHARU TOWN ~Harmony of person and a life~

In addition, in response to the advanced information society, we
make active use of audiovisual teaching materials and equipment
to encourage educational activities that help grow individuality
while stimulating learning motivation and interest in the study
materials.

Develop the power that carries future generations.

The energetic children of Oharu Town are the ones who will open up the future full of hopes. They try their best both in

studying and playing sports. They develop rich humanity through various experiences.
KiGH] ~ N &S L oAl~ @




Social education
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Kosodate Hotto Saron{childcare support project) experience activity promotion project "Doki Doki Tankentai" 15
: . 3 : §é
Create a reason to live and stay active through lifetime. 0
You are fully satisfied when working with your friends towards a common goal. E3
Establish a community in which residents value the willingness to learn and can live lively regardless of their ages. j;

Create precious moments in which you can immerse yourself in something.

In Oharu Town, social education groups and other organizations sensibility. Programs such as “Waku Waku Kodomo Kyoshitsu (exciting
voluntarily study at community centers and other places. We plan to offer children’s classes)” led by a local volunteer group, in which children and
a wide range of learning opportunities in the future and promote lifetime local residents come together for an exchange, and “Kosodate Hotto
learning through local communities. Saron,” a childcare support project run by the board of education, are
We also facilitate art and cultural activities that help cultivate aesthetic also conducted.
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Sports
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Curolling and large-ball ping pong classes

ZXR—V+E & — Sports Center

BT & % X A% Oharu Town Guinness Book Competitions
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Multipurpose sports square
Physical and mental health starts with refreshing sweat. Healthy bOd IeS that Can move Ilvely
In Oharu Town, activities to promote local sports are led We will enhance the sports center classes and numerous Sports are like vitamins to energize both the body and mind .
primarily by the municipal sports association, its member sports lessons so that anyone could enjoy sports and Move your body as vigorously as you can, which will help build a healthy body and refresh your mind at the
groups, and other organizations. Various sporting events and promote the development of instructors and establishment same time.
classes are held to encourage sporting activities. of facilities. Why not have some refreshing sweat with your friends?
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Environment
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KiB&7KEE Oharu Water Plant
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Planting by the children of

Oharu Minami Ele

A slight change in your attitude can be a great power.

Comfortable living begins with developing the environment. We
promote plant growth at parks and roadsides, work to create
beautiful townscapes and maintain the clean environment.

Additionally, we are implementing “086 Gomi Daietto Sakusen ”

mentary School

through which waste is reduced by collecting recyclable waste as
resources, and making other efforts to take active measures to
address environment issues.
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Environment
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086 Gomi Daietto Sakusen{086 Trash and Diet Strategy)

B

CobH CTFMA ' IR T FF O RO0 | BERkESF
— SR\ — O\ BT C e oy S g

ooh 9 C AL S 8t 3 M O BAND % 7T oM 9 OV &R 1A G or T

my

KB NFRIRIRFE
Oharu Nishi Elementary School environmental learning

Create a comfortable life.

Abundant greenery, beautiful scenery, and clean environment
A town that allows the residents to spend pleasant days is full of conversations and smiles.
We aim to become a very comfortable and pleasant town.
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_ Facilities and_
disaster prevention
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Sunago Tobu Disaster Prevention and
Exchange Genter

NYBHKAZ 2 ZFT1 42—
Yatsuya Disaster Prevention Community
Center

EiENEJip g ol g P
Nishijo Disaster Prevention Community Center

We all work together to protect our community.

In an effort to improve the systems of fire and disaster prevention,
the Ama Tobu Fire Department consisting of members from four
different towns has been organized, and we are working to
increase the fire-fighting facilities and improve the emergency
rescue system. We, furthermore, conduct disaster drills so as to
facilitate prompt actions when a disaster strikes.

IR S B N R— BHX /XL — K Fire Prevention Parade
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Oharu Town is equipped with facilities such as Sunago Tobu
Disaster Prevention and Exchange Center, Yatsuya Disaster
Prevention Community Center, and Nishijo Disaster Prevention
Community Center, representing the center for promoting
voluntary disaster prevention activities.

. Facilities and

disaster prevention %,
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Joint fire-fighting training by four towns in the east area
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HABES SR Comprehensive disaster drills

To develop a town that provides security.

~N C ot

Be completely prepared on normal days to protect yourself from sudden attacks of natural disasters and

unexpected calamities.
We will develop a town that maintains the trust of the residents.
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Traffic safety
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Ride & Light Campaign
(promotion of turning on headlights early at sunset)

Accident prevention through daily efforts.

The risk of traffic accidents increase as traffic volume grows. A
wide variety of activities often led by the Traffic Safety Promotion
Council, Tsushima Oharu Branch of the Japan Traffic Safety
Association, the Friendship Group for Female Drivers, and other
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Picture-card storytelling about traffic safety
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relevant organizations are carried out to facilitate safe traffic. The
town is pursuing the establishment of a community free of traffic
accidents in cooperation with various groups and the police
department.

Traffic safety
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Traffic safety class at Oharu Minami Day-care Center

5> @

KBANFERRBREHE
Traffic safety class at Oharu Nishi Elementary School

HEERRIC L D RBELEHE
Traffic safety project through intergenerational exchange

To protect safe living.

A community that is free of traffic accidents and with human bonds
The achievement of this goal requires the efforts of each individual resident.
Through activities with human hearts, we promote the development of community in which residents can live with

OHARU TOWN ~Harmony of person and a life~
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Local activities
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Actively implement activities to support one another.

Community activities are carried out aggressively so as to
establish comfortable living. For instance, “ONB no Kai (ONB
group)” is a local volunteer group working to ensure the safety of
children, and the members accompanies children going to and
coming home from elementary schools and watch them at heavy

Flower planting by Iki-iki Hana Club (lively flower club)
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traffic locations. Another example is "lki-iki Hana Club (lively
flower club),” which plants new flowers on a regular basis in an
effort to develop beautiful scenery. Such heartfelt activities of
local residents are contributing in large part to supporting the
community.

Local activities °°.
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Work together for comfortable living days.

What becomes reliable in an emergency is community bonds.
In order to establish a warm-hearted community, each resident must voluntarily work and achieve comfortable

OHARU TOWN ~Harmony of person and a life~

living in the town.
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Town council and
administration
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Gifts from the Aichi Expo Z'_\' W i F ’i% L= T B g 3 E;Ct H o= % T8 3
The masterpiece "Great Ocean", which shows the undulation of waves, and a cork tree were 5 B X T = L. R T - S A = 4 £ z2 5 th
presented by the Portuguese Republic, a partner country of Oharu Town, through the "Aichi L kX ¥ = Kk ¥ I 3:, o o2 XL ik ° B 5 h O
International Campaign for Hometown Interchange and Hospitality" project in the 2005 Aichi Expo ) h T
"Love and Earth Exposition". These were exhibited in the Portuguese pavilion at the Aichi Expo, and ( 3 L
can now be seen at the Oharu Sports Center. V) £k F
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Create a town in which the residents play
the leading roles.

SEDS fa i) EEE L £ ALE[AE] L7 DA Cork Tree The current expansion of_politicai ciecentralization requires administrative reforms more than ever.

The masterpiece "Great Ocean’, The government and residents unite as one and work for community development so as to respond to the needs of the

which shows the undulation of waves current time and aim to make Oharu an energetic town.
Oharu Town uses its creativity to satisfy the administrative needs of increasing. We are working to implement policies that reflect the
the residents and to improve the local government efficiency. voices of local residents while holding adequate discussions and
Also political power has been increasingly decentralized in recent striving to establish a community that offers comfortable living.

years, and the roles that the town council must play have been
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